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Montana exporters primarily shipped Industrial Machinery 
(for manufacturing semiconductors) as well as Inorganic
Chemicals like silicon and copper oxides. 

TAIWAN #5

In 2008 the country became one of 
Montana’s top five export markets. They 
have been in 2nd place since 2010 
largely due to Coal products.

REPUBLIC OF KOREA #2

Purchasing $62 million of Inorganic Chemicals
firmly establishes China as an important trading
partner during the period. In the last 4 years, 
companies have exported more than $449 
million worth of tangible goods to China. 

CHINA #3

From 2011-2013 Montana’s exports to
Switzerland increased by 912% predominately 
due to Bituminous Coal products.

SWITZERLAND #4

CANADA #1
24% of Montana’s total exports were shipped to 
Canada in 2013; they are our largest purchaser 
of Refiened Petroleum products, with Industrial 
Machinery next.

EXPORT PERFORMANCE EXCLUDING BULK WHEAT
IN MILLIONS OF DOLLARS; 2013

MORE TOP EXPORT PARTNERS IN 2013
TOP EXPORTS RANKING SIX - TEN, IN MILLIONS OF DOLLARS

#6 BELGIUM - $65; #7 MEXICO - $56; #8 JAPAN - $49; #9 INDIA - $31; #10 GERMANY - $27
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$1.50 BILLION
ALL OTHER TANGIBLE GOODS

$929 MILLION
BULK WHEAT PRODUCTS

IN MILLIONS OF DOLLARS; 1999 - 2013
EXPORT VALUE INCLUDING BULK WHEAT

MONTANA’S EXPORTS IN 2013

$2.43B
TOTAL COMBINED EXPORTS

Sources:
WISER (World Institute for Strategic Economic Research) State Trade Data; NASS (National Agricultural Statistics Service)
Montana Wheat & Barley Committee; CEIC (Census and Economic Information Center); O�ce of Trade & International Relations
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Secondary markets include 
Taiwan, the Republic of Korea, 
The Philipines and Indonesia.

In 2013, Montana sent 121.9 million bushels
of wheat to exporting facilities in the U.S. 

According to the Montana Wheat & Barley Committee, 
Japan purchases over 50% of Montana’s wheat. 

WHERE OUR WHEAT GOES

$170 INDUSTRIAL MACHINERY
Industrial machinery has been one of Montana’s top export sectors since 1996. The leading export within this category has been 
equipment used for the manufacturing of semiconductors primarily in Canada, Taiwan, and Germany. 

$235 INORGANIC CHEMICALS
Inorganic chemicals which include copper oxides and silicon have been one of Montana’s top three tangible exports since 
2003. In 2013 the majority of Montana’s inorganic chemicals were shipped to China, the Republic of Korea, and Taiwan. 

$332 Mineral fuel is comprised largely of coal and oil exports principally delivered to Canada, the Republic of Korea and Switzerland. 
In 2013 mineral fuels which include coal and refined petroleum products was the second highest tangible export for Montana. 

MINERAL FUEL

$929 Bulk wheat is Montana’s largest export commodity, which is shipped to Pacific Northwest grain handling facilities destined for export. 
From 2012 to 2013 both the value and quantity of  Montana’s bulk wheat exports increased by $13.8 million and 4.7 million bushels.

BULK WHEAT

TOP TANGIBLE EXPORT PRODUCTS
IN MILLIONS OF DOLLARS
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NATURAL PRODUCTS EXPOS

INTERNATIONAL TRADE
SHOW ASSISTANCE 75

SMALL BUSINESS EXPORT OPPORTUNITIES
Montana small businesses contribute to overall export numbers; and because their products 
are not traded in the global commodities arena, their demand and prices are often more stable. 

The State Trade Export Promotion (STEP) program, a joint e�ort between the Department of Commerce 
and the Small Business Administration, has assisted companies in reaching international markets.

Grants were awarded in the following categories, 
with number of awards given: 

48 Montana 
companies were

assisted in 
reaching 26 

international markets
resulting in

$31.5 million in
reported sales


