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 MSU’s Jake Jabs Center for Business and 

Entrepreneurship and the Blackstone 
LaunchPad are both focusing on developing 
entrepreneurial skills in students with the goal 
of enabling students to create the jobs of the 
future. Blackstone has served over 200 
students and alumni to date. 

 
 TechLink in the Office of Research and 

Economic Development at MSU is 
establishing a center (called a Procurement 
Technical Assistance Center, or PTAC) to 
assist companies in selling their products and 
services to government at the federal, state, 
and local levels. 
 

 “How to Build A Startup” pilot program 
developed, offered in an 8-week format at 
UM Missoula. 
 

 
 Successful entrepreneurs and researchers in 

computer science, software engineering, and 
electrical engineering have been appointed 
as Affiliated Faculty at MT Tech, connecting 
faculty and students with entrepreneurial 
mentoring and key research and project topics 
in industrially important areas. 
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 Montana Tech's Master of Project 

Engineering Management includes 
entrepreneurship in its curriculum. A 
business administration minor, including 
entrepreneurship, is available to engineering 
and science bachelor's-degree students. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 The lecture series, titled "First Friday" was 

launched at MT Tech in March 2014 featuring 
inspiring entrepreneurial speakers. 
 

 
 Montana Tech's BEAR (Business Expansion 

and Retention) assigns undergraduate 
interns to new and developing businesses. 
 

 Governor’s Office of Economic Development 
is spearheading the development of a 
Business Portal as a "one-stop" location for 
businesses to interface with state 
government. 
 

 Governor’s Office of Economic Development 
launched a renovated 
innovatemontana.com website, featuring 
entrepreneurial resources and successful 
Montana entrepreneurs. 
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 Innovation Initiative (partnership between 
Missoula Economic Partnership, business 
incubator MonTEC and Hellgate Venture 
network) is hosting free workshops on a 
range of startup business topics. 
 

 Flathead Valley Community College’s New 
Business Innovation Certificate - includes 
extensive hands-on application of business 
launch and development. Real life business 
skills have been embedded in courses learning 
outcomes. 
 

 Montana Tech has reconfigured its Center for 
Advanced Mineral & Metallurgical 
Processing (CAMP) into a research and 
education center to assist manufacturing start-
ups with materials testing. 
 

 UM Missoula journalism Professor, Henrietta 
Lowisch’s online course entitled, "Journalistic 
Tools for Scientists" teaches scientists how to 
effectively communicate their work to the 
public. 
 

 At MSU Bozeman, the Business School has 
created an interdisciplinary course with 
Engineering and Architecture to teach 
entrepreneurial skills. 
 

 Montana Tech maintains an active network 
of mentors from many business and industry 
sectors. 
 



Panel “An Entrepreneur Walks Into a Library” 

KEY INDUSTRY NETWORKS (KINS) 

Montana Department of Commerce - CEIC 2015 MT Library Association Conference 



Panel “An Entrepreneur Walks Into a Library” 

Montana Department of Commerce 
Support for Entrepreneurs 

Montana Department of Commerce - CEIC 2015 MT Library Association Conference 



Panel “An Entrepreneur Walks Into a Library” 

MT Department of Commerce  
Census & Economic Information Center (CEIC)  

Website Home Page 

Montana Department of Commerce - CEIC 2015 MT Library Association Conference 



  

  

MT Department of Commerce  
Census & Economic Information Center (CEIC) Website 

Maps – Interactive & Published 

Panel “An Entrepreneur Walks Into a Library” 

Montana Department of Commerce - CEIC 2015 MT Library Association Conference 



10 

Questions?? 

Montana Department of Commerce - CEIC 2015 MT Library Association Conference 



Montana Department of Commerce - CEIC 2015 MT Library Association Conference 

11 

Contact Information 

CONTACT INFORMATION 
 

MARY CRAIGLE, 
BUREAU CHIEF 

MCRAIGLE@MT.GOV  
 

MONTANA DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
CENSUS & ECONOMIC INFORMATION CENTER 

406.841.2740 

EVERYTHING YOU’VE SEEN HERE TODAY 
AND MORE IS AVAILABLE AT: 

 

WWW.CEIC.MT.GOV  
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