


2 

ROADMAP FOR  
EXPORTING SUCCESS 
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FOREIGN TRADE DIVISION 

The                            source for U.S. export and import statistics 

and responsible for issuing regulations governing the 

reporting of all export shipments from the United States.  
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U.S. EXPORTS TO THE WORLD 

What was the dollar value of the goods and services 
the U.S. exported in 2012? 

A 

B 

C 

$500 million 

$1 billion 

$500 billion 
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U.S. EXPORTS TO THE WORLD 

The U.S. exported 

$2.2 trillion  
in goods and services to  

240 markets worldwide in 2012 
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EXPORTS TO CHINA 

• In 2012, the U.S. 
exported $110.5 billion 
in goods to China. 

• In 2012, Montana 
exported $106.0 million 
in goods to China. 

• Between 2008-2012, 
Montana exports to 
China grew 72.9%.         
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EXPORTS TO CHILE 

• In 2012, the U.S. 
exported $18.8 billion in 
goods to Chile. 

• In 2012, Montana 
exported $11.3 million in 
goods to Chile. 

• Between 2008-2012, 
Montana exports to Chile 
grew 122.4%. 
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COMMODITY CLASSIFICATION 

• Harmonized System (HS) 
▪ Schedule B for Export 
▪ Harmonized Tariff Schedule (HTS) for Import 

• North American Industry Classification System (NAICS) 

• Standard International Trade Classification (SITC) 

• End-Use 
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FOREIGN TRADE WEBSITE 
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U.S. INTERNATIONAL TRADE IN GOODS AND 
SERVICES REPORT (FT-900) 

• U.S. Exports and Imports  
▪ Seasonally Adjusted 
▪ Not Seasonally Adjusted 

• Commodity Specific Statistics 

• Selected Country and Area 

• State Trade Data 
▪ Manufactured Goods 

▪ Non-manufactured Goods 
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VISUALIZE TRADE DATA 

• Interactive Graphs 
▪ U.S. Trade in End-Use and 

Services 

▪ Top Trading Partners 

▪ Graph of the Month 
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VISUALIZE TRADE DATA 

• Interactive Graphs 
▪ U.S. Trade in End-Use and 

Services 

▪ Top Trading Partners 

▪ Graph of the Month 

• Country Trade Balance 
▪ Country groupings by area  

▪ Trade agreements 
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PRODUCT DETAIL BY COUNTRY 

• NAICS by Country 

• Country by NAICS 

• SITC 

• Exports and 
Imports Data 
▪ Monthly 

▪ Year-to-Date 
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VISUALIZE TRADE DATA 

• Interactive Graphs 
▪ U.S. Trade in End-Use and 

Services 

▪ Top Trading Partners 

▪ Graph of the Month 

• Country Trade Balance 
▪ Country groupings by area  

▪ Trade agreements 

• State Data 
▪ Top 25 HS Commodities 
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OTHER STATISTICAL RELEASES 

• FT-920 
▪ Merchandise Trade Selected 

Highlights 

• U.S. Imports for Consumption 
of Steel 

• Profile of U.S. Importing and 
Exporting Companies 
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SCHEDULE B SEARCH ENGINE 

• Classify Your 
Products 

• Avoid Costly Fines 
and Penalties 

https://uscensus.prod.3ceonline.com/
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USA TRADE ONLINE 

• Current and 
Historical Data 

• Trade Data  
▪ Product  
▪ Country 
▪ District 
▪ State 
▪ Port 

• HS and NAICS-
Based Statistics 

https://usatrade.census.gov/
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BASICS OF EXPORT COMPLIANCE 

• Schedule B Product Classification 

• Foreign Trade Regulations (FTR) 

• Export Filing with Automated Export System (AES) 

• Role of Freight Forwarder 
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FOREIGN TRADE REGULATIONS  
15 CFR PART 30 

The Foreign Trade Regulations (FTR) set forth roles and 
responsibilities for all parties involved in the export 
transaction, including: 

▪ Information to be reported in the Automated Export System 
▪ Definitions of terms 
▪ Penalty provisions 
▪ Reporting requirements based on method of transportation 
▪ Exemptions and exclusions from reporting requirements 

Other useful information found in the FTR: 
▪ Sample Power of attorney and written authorization 
▪ Concordance between the existing and previous regulations 

 



20 

AUTOMATED EXPORT SYSTEM 

AES is a cross agency collaborative effort between the 
U.S. Census Bureau, U.S. Customs and Border Protection 
and other federal agencies to allow for exports to be 
reported electronically.  

 

Benefits of electronic reporting: 
▪ Improves trade statistics 
▪ Improves compliance for export community 
▪ Response messages returned within minutes 
▪ Reduces reporting burden 



21 

AESDirect 

• FREE Service Offered by the Census Bureau 
implemented in 1999 

• Access AESDirect at: aesdirect.census.gov  

• Available 24 hours a day, 7 days a week and 52 weeks 
a year 

• Allows exporters and forwarders to transmit and 
receive responses from the AES 

• AESDirect is secure, encrypted, and paperless  
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GROWTH IN AES 

51,738  

436  

0 10,000 20,000 30,000 40,000 50,000 60,000

2013

1999

AES Filers 

1,386,855  

602,329  

0 500,000 1,000,000 1,500,000

2013

1999

Reported Shipments 

51,738  
98% 

1,010  
2% 

Filing Method 

AESDirect AES
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FTD COMPLIANCE OUTREACH 

• AES Compliance Seminars 
(English and Spanish) 

• AES Compliance Review 
Program 

• AES Best Practices Manual  

• Company Training 

• Webinars 
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THE ROLE OF FREIGHT FORWARDER 

• Export and shipping documentation 
preparation 

• Help stay in compliance with U.S. export 
laws and foreign import requirements 

• Provide you with tools and resources to 
identify the costs to ship the goods, HTS 
numbers, denied parties list access 

• Hired to perform task functions for 
exporters that do not have the 
resources or training 

FREIGHT 
FORWARDER 
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FTD TRAINING TOOLS 

• Export training videos 

• Webinars 
▪ http://www.census.gov/mso/www/training/ 

• Global Reach Blog                  
▪ http://globalreach.blogs.census.gov 
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FOR MORE INFORMATION 

• FTD Call Center: 1-800-549-0595 
▪ Option 1 – AES Assistance 
▪ Option 2 – Commodity Classification Assistance 
▪ Option 3 – Regulations Assistance 
▪ Option 4 – Data Dissemination Branch 

• Fax:  301-763-8835 

• E-mail:  
▪ AES: askaes@census.gov 
▪ Commodity Classification: 

ftd.scheduleb@census.gov 
▪ Regulations: ftdregs@census.gov 
▪ Data: ftd.data.dissemination@census.gov  
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